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REPORT NO. 9 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

TO: The Committee of the Whole (Public) DATE:  11 October 2017 
 

A meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee was held this evening in 
the Trustees’ Committee Room, 133 Greenbank Road, Ottawa, commencing at 7:00 
p.m. with Rob Kirwan as chair and the following also in attendance: 

 

ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES: Dragos Popa, Association for Bright 
Children of Ontario (ABC); Mark Wylie, Down Syndrome Association; Katie Ralph 
(electronic communication), Autism Ontario; Dana Somayaji (Member) and Donna 
Owen (Alternate), Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils (OCASC); Beth Doubt, 
Learning Disabilities  Association of Ottawa-Carleton; and Terry Warner, VOICE for 
deaf and hard of hearing children.  
 

TRUSTEE MEMBERS: Anita Olsen Harper and Chris Ellis. 
 

OTHER TRUSTEES: Lynn Scott. 
 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES: Tina Morden. 
 
NON-VOTING REPRESENTATIVES: Jean Trant, Ontario Secondary School 

Teachers’ Federation (SSP); Catherine Houlden and Kelly Granum, Ontario Secondary 
Teachers’ Federation (Teachers); Susan Gardner, Ottawa-Carleton Elementary 
Teacher’s Federation; and Nancy Dlouhy, Ottawa-Carleton Elementary Operations.  
 

STAFF: Olga Grigoriev, Superintendent of Learning Support Services; Amy 
Hannah, Principal of Learning Support Services; Jenny Dewan, System Vice-Principal 
of Learning Support Services; and Nicole Guthrie, Board/Committee Coordinator. 

 

 Call to Order 1.

Chair Kirwan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 

 Approval of Agenda  2.

Moved by Terry Warner,  
 THAT the agenda be approved.  
  
Chair Kirwan suggested that item 7 move to item 6. 
 
Moved by Terry Warner,  
 THAT the agenda be approved, as amended.  
 - Carried –  
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 Delegations 3.

There were no delegations. 
 

 Members Information 4.
 

There was no members' information noted at the meeting. 
 

 Review of Special Education Advisory Committee Report 5.
 
a. Receipt of Report 8, 13 September 2017 

 
Moved by Terry Warner, 

THAT Report 8, Special Education Advisory Committee, dated 
13 September 2017, be received. 

- Carried – 
  
Ms. Doubt queried whether or not a Browsealoud plugin was available on 

the new District website. Superintendent Grigoriev indicated that she would refer 
the matter to communications for follow-up. 

 

b. Long Range Agenda 

 In response to a query from Mr. Warner regarding item 8, accessibility, 
Chair Kirwan responded that the subject is a part of the Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities Act.   

Ms. Ralph queried the absence of the Autism Review from the long range 
agenda. Superintendent Grigoriev noted that the Director has indicated that no 
full scale program reviews will be conducted this year and that the autism 
program delivery model is continually monitored by Learning Support Services 
(LSS). 

c. Business Arising, Status of Motions/Reports 

Trustee Ellis requested that the first bullet of item 1 regarding transition 
guides for parents be removed. Vice-principal Dewan noted that the committee 
was provided a final copy of the transition guide at the 22 June 2017 SEAC 
meeting. The new guides were a joint initiative with local post-secondary 
institutions.  

Ms. Doubt queried why items were crossed out, noting that the items 
should remain as a part of the record with completion noted.  Mr. Warner 
indicated that he had requested that items 10, 23 and 29 be removed as he was 
satisfied with the response. 

In response to a query from Ms. Doubt regarding item 9, board surveys, 
Superintendent Grigoriev noted that the student survey included a question 
which asked students whether or not they were aware they had an Individual 
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Education Plan (IEP). Based on the grade 3 results, 18% indicated that they had 
an IEP.  She estimated that 20% would be an accurate percentage of students in 
grades 7 through 12 that have an IEP.  Ms. Doubt queried whether or not specific 
questions could be added to the Myschool survey. Superintendent Grigoriev 
noted that she would take the request under advisement and that item 9 could be 
revised to note future efforts.  

Chair Kirwan noted that Superintendent Reynolds will attend the 15 
November 2017 SEAC meeting and can further elaborate on expulsions, 
suspensions and exclusions. 

Trustee Olsen Harper requested that the language in item 9 be changed 
to read “specific” rather than “sub”. 

In response to a query from Mr. Popa regarding the release of EQAO 
results for gifted students, Superintendent Grigoriev noted that a data pull for 
gifted was conducted as a part of the Gifted Review. SEAC would have to 
specifically request the 2016-2017 EQAO results. The request would then have 
to be evaluated to ensure that the Research, Evaluation and Analytics Division 
(READ) have the time to review and compile the information.  

 

 Accessible Transportation Survey 6.

Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) General Manager and Chief 
Administrative Officer, Vicky Kyriaco, noted that she had attended the 17 May 2017 
SEAC as a part of OSTA's consultation regarding the small vehicles and procurement 
strategy contract review. The Ottawa Catholic School Board’s SEAC requested that 
OSTA conduct a survey of parents with children with special needs as part of the 
consultation.  Ms. Kyriaco outlined the proposed survey and sought input from SEAC. 

 
During the discussion and in response to questions the following points were 

noted: 

 The survey will be simple and include approximately twenty questions on a 
variety of perceptions and opinions (i.e. the school the child attends, the type of 
vehicle the student uses, perceptions on the English language skills of the driver, 
how courteous the driver is, opinions on the safety of the driver and the vehicle,  
observations on the use of restraints, whether or not parents received regular 
communication, who helped with the application for accessible transportation, the 
length of the process,  and how responsive OSTA is to requests); 

 The link to the survey will be available on the OSTA website. A memorandum 
alerting parents to the link will be distributed to all schools. Social media, e-
newsletters and the Synervoice call system will alert parents to the survey and 
the link; 

 Committee members suggested that the memorandum announcing the survey 
clearly define the target audience to ensure parents understand that OSTA is 
seeking responses from parents with special needs students that require 
transportation assistance; 
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 The data collected from the survey will be used by OSTA to reinforce the 
performance metrics within the contracts with service and vehicle providers; 

 Ottawa-Carleton Research and Evaluation Advisory Committee  (OCREAC) 
would have to be involved if the survey were to be targeted at students; 

 Specific routes are created based on geography and the needs and 
accommodations of the students;  

 When parents complete the request for accessible transportation they indicate 
triggers and issues. OSTA works with a team to determine the best 
transportation options based on the student’s needs; and 

 The survey may be provided in a paper format for those who cannot access the 
electronic version. 

 
Ms. Kyriaco thanked the committee for their input and indicated that OSTA will share 

the results with SEAC. 
 

 Memo-17-115, Ministry of Education Engagement on Governance 7.
Supports 

Your Committee had before it Memo 17-115, Ministry of Education Engagement 
on Governance Supports. The Ministry of Education, Leadership, Collaboration and 
Governance branch is seeking feedback from board advisory committees on several 
governance topics including integrity commissioner and trustee code of conduct, trustee 
honoraria, electronic participation in board and committee meetings, student trustee 
term of office and election processes and broadening the director of education 
qualifications.  

 
During a discussion of the survey, and in response to questions the following 

points were noted: 

 Mr. Wylie expressed the view that the District has a trustee code of conduct 
and seems to be utilizing it effectively; 

 Ms. Doubt queried whether or not it was possible for advisory boards to bring 
forward issues with respect to trustee code of conduct; 

 Mr. Morris noted that the District does not have an integrity commissioner but 
that there must be a mechanism to handle complaints. He expressed the view 
that it might be cost effective for boards to share the service. The province 
should finance the position independent from classroom funding; 

 Mr. Warner expressed the view that in the current social climate it may be 
necessary to have an integrity commissioner; 

 Ms. Morden expressed concern that the request from the Ministry was not 
clear as to whether or not the focus of the discussion was general or specific 
to the District; 

 Mr. Morris suggested the creation of a tiered approach to complaint resolution. 
A process would be followed with an integrity commissioner being the last 
resort; 

 Trustee Ellis noted that the code of conduct is presently limited to trustees; 

 The committee agreed that advisory bodies should have the right to advance a 
complaint regarding a trustee; 
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 Ms. Morden remarked that the code of conduct is explained in the education 
act and that the inclusion of committees would require a separate process; 

 The committee agreed that a trustee code of conduct should be required for all 
school boards; 

 Trustee Scott noted the base amount of trustee honoraria has been frozen 
since 2006 and is tied to enrollment. It should be updated according to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) every 4 years but the regulation has not been 
followed in years; 

 The committee agreed that trustees are not currently compensated 
adequately; 

 Ms. Somayaji expressed the view that design of the Ministry survey and the 
format of the questions requires that respondents have knowledge about 
board services. She noted that any responses from OCASC would be 
forwarded to the Chair; 

 Chair Kirwan noted that in some districts the trustees must travel a full day to 
attend a meeting and that many are precluded from being chair based on 
geographic location;  

 Mr. Warner expressed that some of the rules of order are antiquated and the 
rules of physical attendance are not conducive to those with physical or 
mobility disabilities and could potentially be discriminatory;  

 Ms. Doubt agreed that the Ministry should be reviewing inclusion and 
investigating ways to encourage broader participation; 

 Mr. Morris highlighted the importance of face to face meetings and noted that it 
would be difficult to chair a meeting electronically. He agreed that the current 
electronic participation standards which permit participation are valuable, but 
that the technology has to improve considerably before chairing a meeting by 
electronic communication could be an option;  

 Mr. Popa expressed the view that it was not unreasonable that trustees 
physically attend three meetings a year. He indicated that he would be in 
favour of the chair managing the meeting electronically;  

 Trustee Ellis noted that by the terms of the Education Act students may serve 
for a one year term. The act also provides for some flexibility for local 
circumstances with respect to terms of office so that students can serve up to 
two terms; 

 Trustees Ellis and Scott noted that Policy P. 017. GOV, Student Trustees,  
was amended in June 2017 and that Student Trustees serving their first-year 
are encouraged to consider seeking election for a second term of office should 
they decide to; 

 Ms. Doubt queried how SEAC could increase the student voice in its own 
decision making. She added that we currently do not have regular student 
participation; 

 Ms. Granum agreed with a one year term noting it allows for more students to 
experience and participate in local governance; 

 Trustee Ellis expressed the view that the Supervisory Officer’s Qualification 
Program (SOQP) requirement limits the field of applicants to those having 
spent their entire career in Ontario; 
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 Trustee Scott noted the province prefers that Directors complete the SOQP 
but it costs a significant amount of time and money. She expressed the view 
that perhaps the SOQP could be amended to ensure more qualified teachers 
can access and complete the program;  

 Trustee Scott expressed the view that educational leadership be a mandatory 
requirement for the Director;  

 Mr. Morris stressed the importance of having an educator lead educational 
institutions. He argued that he would prefer the Director to have held positions 
of vice-principal, principal and superintendent;  

 Trustee Scott noted that Districts in the United States, Charter Schools in 
particular, have experimented with Directors with a business only background 
without documented success; 

 Trustee Olsen Harper expressed the view that the Director of Education 
should also have education in First Nation, Métis and Inuit issues; 

 Mr. Morris suggested that experience in both equity and special education be 
added as mandatory requirements; 

 Ms. Houlden expressed the view that as an educator she felt it critical that the 
Director also have significant experience as an educator; and 

 Ms. Somayaji expressed the view that the requirement for SOQP certification 
should not hinder educators from other provinces or states with comparable 
experience.  

Chair Kirwan requested the committee give further thought to the governance topics 
and be prepared for further discussion and finalization of SEACs submission at the 
November meeting.  
 

*  *  * 

Following a break at 9:00 pm the meeting was reconvened at 9:18 pm 

*  *  * 

 Department Update 8.

Superintendent Grigoriev noted that the Gifted Advisory Group will reconvene in 
early November. She received a personal phone call from Joseph Renzulli who is a 
colleague of external member, Dr. Bruce Shore, McGill University. Mr. Renzulli will be 
supporting the committee on the pilot model based on his work.  
 

October is Learning Disability (LD) awareness month. The District is taking an 
active role in the promotion of the event by posting information to both the public 
website and the staff portal. The staff portal was populated with numerous LD educator 
resources.   
 

Superintendent Grigoriev showed the committee a video produced by 
LD@school entitled “Building self-advocates: a key to student success”. The video 
featured teachers and students speaking on the subject of self-advocacy.  
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a. Standard 17, Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 

Principal Hannah advised that the purpose of Standard 17 is to provide 
details regarding the operation of the District’s Special Education Advisory 
Committee to the Ministry and to give members of the public information to which 
they are entitled.  

 
During discussion, and in response to questions, the following points were 

noted: 

 The timing of the SEAC meetings should be updated to reflect the 
current schedule; 

 Mr. Warner commented on the opportunity to participate in the budget 
process and noted that in his experience the amount of time the SEAC 
representative has to speak is too short to be effective;  

 Trustee Ellis indicated that the Committee of the Whole (COW) Budget 
meetings follow standard rules of order which permit speakers 3 
minutes, for questions, after which they can request to be added to the 
speakers list again. He noted that the questions and concerns of SEAC 
with respect to the budget may be more fully discussed at SEAC and 
then presented as a report to COW budget;  

 Trustee Scott noted that the Executive Officer should be consulted on 
how SEAC may present recommendations to the Board;  

 In response to a query from Chair Kirwan, Trustee Scott indicated that 
the budget should be a year round process. SEAC does not have to 
wait for the budget process to begin conversations on special education 
items within the budget, and that it is preferable for budget discussions 
to occur earlier so that recommendations can be built into the budget;  

 Ms. Doubt expressed concern that the looking forward section does not 
provide the community with enough information on special education 
initiatives.  Superintendent Grigoriev responded that the Ministry does 
not require the report to contain a “looking forward” section. She noted 
that the report is a historical document and the District includes this 
section to highlight new initiatives and matters that LSS are working on; 

 Ms. Doubt expressed the view that parents want to know what is 
happening in special education presently. Superintendent Grigoriev 
noted that current discussions and matters of action can be found within 
the agendas and minutes of SEAC; 

 Trustee Scott agreed that the current reporting on the standards does 
not constitute a plan and that the District should have a plan with 
respect to Special Education. She indicated that SEAC could make a 
recommendation to the Board on the matter and that the Board could 
deliver the message to the Ministry;  

 Trustee Scott commented that the description of the role of SEAC on 
folio 34 could be rewritten to remove redundancies and make it more 
impactful;  

 Principal Hannah noted that some of the content within the standard 
may be static, but that staff could reorganize and edit the document for 
clarity; 
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 Membership information will be updated to reflect the 2017-2018 school 
year; and 

 The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) has not participated on 
SEAC for several years and should be removed.  
 

b. Standard 3, Roles and Responsibilities 

Principal Hannah advised that Standard 3 provides details on the roles 
and responsibilities in the area of special education.  

 
During discussion, and in response to questions, the following points were 

noted: 

 Mr. Warner indicated that the Provincial Parent Association Advisory 
Committee on Special Education Advisory Committees (PAAC on 
SEAC) and the Minister's Advisory Council on Special Education 
(MACSE) could be referenced under the Ministry of Education section;  

 Members expressed confusion with the term “plan” as opposed to 
“report”. Principal Hannah clarified that the standard should be revised 
with the word plan;  

 Superintendent Grigoriev noted that report and plan are often used 
interchangeable and that in the past the District has utilized the 
language as stated in the Ministry document. The District’s standards 
will be revised to maintain consistency of language with the province;  

 Ms. Somayaji indicated that the special education report is currently not 
available on the SEAC page of the website;  

 Superintendent Grigoriev noted that website has recently been updated 
and that some information has not yet migrated to the new site. She 
encouraged members to provide input on content for the special 
education section;  

 Principal Hannah stated that the draft Special Education in Ontario, 
Kindergarten to Grade 12: Policy and Resource Guide now includes  
reference to the roles and responsibilities of the early childhood 
educator (ECE); 

 In response to a query from Trustee Ellis regarding ECEs and their role 
within LSS, Superintendent Grigoriev responded that LSS do not 
allocate ECEs. LSS work with ECEs in kindergarten classrooms but 
their work is separate from that of LSS. She added that Superintendent 
Symmonds could provide the committee with further information on the 
subject of ECEs and how they impact special education;  

 In response to a query from Ms. Doubt regarding the role of the  
Psychologist, Superintendent Grigoriev responded that Psychologists 
and other professional resource staff are listed in Standard 12 – Special 
Education Staff; 

 Ms. Doubt queried whether or not the role of the Multi-Disciplinary 
Team is outlined in another standard. Superintendent Grigoriev noted 
that it is referenced in Standard 12 but suggested that staff could 
provide a definition of the team within the appropriate standard; and 
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 Ms. Dloughy noted that the extended day programs (EDP) often include 
exceptional learners and that these personnel should be included within 
the Standard. Ms. Trant noted the District is one of few Boards that 
have EDP and that the EDP is outside the standards. 

 
c. Standard 8, Categories 

Ms. Doubt observed that the definition of Learning Disabilities (LD) was 
out of date.  

 

 Committee Reports 9.

a. Board Meeting 

There was no report from the Board meeting. 

b. Committee of the Whole 

There was no report from the Committee of the Whole meeting.  

c. Advisory Committee on Equity 

i. Appointment of a Representative 

Chris Ellis volunteered to represent SEAC at the Advisory 
Committee on Equity (ACE). He noted that at the 28 September 2017 
meeting of the ACE included discussion on the history of ACE, 
amendments to Policy P.008.GOV Advisory Committee on Equity, 
recruiting new members to the committee, and the new provincial 
mandate to collect racialized data.  

d. Parent Involvement Committee 

i. Appointment of a Representative 

Ian Morris volunteered to represent SEAC at the Parent 
Involvement Committee. 

e. Advisory Committee for Extended Day and Child Care 

i. Appointment of a Representative 

 There were no volunteers for the Advisory Committee for Extended 
Day and Child Care.  The appointment of this position will be confirmed at 
a future SEAC meeting. 

f. Committee of the Whole Budget 

i. Appointment of a Representative 

 Beth Doubt volunteered to represent SEAC at Committee of the 
Whole Budget meetings. Terry Warner will be the alternate. 
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 New Business 10.

There was no new business.  
 

 Adjournment 11.

 The meeting adjourned at 10:32 p.m.  
 
 

 Rob Kirwan   
 Chair, 
 Special Education  
 Advisory Committee 


